
Dear… 

Summer 2021: Qualifications Update 

Ofqual has now released the outcome of the consultation on the grading of qualifications. As 

promised, I wanted to write to tell you what we now know about how grades will be awarded this 

summer.  

Throughout the information, there is a reassuringly clear emphasis on fairness and flexibility. Also, 

whilst it focuses on the assessment of students’ achievement, it also emphasises the importance of 

still teaching the content of courses. This balance ensures that students are able to progress to the 

next steps in their lives with the knowledge, skills and understanding that make up their achievement, 

as well as the grades that reflect it.  

The full consultation outcome can be found at the following link, but I have copied key sections from 

the Ofqual document below, along with a brief explanation of what this means in practice. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file

/965005/6747-1_decisions_-_GQ_consultation_on_awarding_grades_in_2021.pdf  

Teachers can use evidence of a student’s performance from throughout the course to inform their 

judgement.  

This means that we can use classwork, previous tests and assessments, mock exams, work completed 

remotely, as well as anything that students go on to complete in the future to inform our judgements. 

Teachers should determine the grades as late in the academic year as is practicable, and not confined 

to a defined window, to enable teaching to continue for as long as possible.  

The deadline for schools to submit their grades to the exam boards is in June. This is to maximise the 

amount of time that students have to continue to learn as well as to demonstrate their achievement, 

but there will need to be a period of moderation before grades are submitted to exam boards.  

Students should continue to work on their non-exam assessment (NEA), including for Project 

qualifications. NEA will be marked by teachers and will contribute to the overall grade, whether or not 

is has been completed, but we will not require exam boards to moderate it.  

Individual subjects will communicate with students about what needs to be completed and by when. 

NEA will be part of the evidence used to determine grades so it is important that students work hard 

to meet their deadlines and complete their work to a high standard.  

In GCSE, AS and A level art and design, the student’s grade must be based on the portfolio only, 

whether or not it has been completed.  

Students will be told by their Art teacher what they need to complete, and by when, once we have 

received the specific subject guidance in the next few weeks. 

 

In GCSE English language, GCSE modern foreign languages and A level sciences (biology, chemistry, 

physics and geology), centres should determine and submit a separate grade or result for the 

endorsement. This result or grade should be based on work that has been completed towards the 

endorsement.  

Students will receive endorsements in these subjects, as planned.  

Exam boards will provide a package of support materials to include questions, mark schemes, data 

about how students typically performed in individual questions and exemplar materials, as well as 

advice for teachers about content coverage, topic selection, marking and making grading judgements. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/965005/6747-1_decisions_-_GQ_consultation_on_awarding_grades_in_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/965005/6747-1_decisions_-_GQ_consultation_on_awarding_grades_in_2021.pdf


This will be based on past questions and will include a proportion of previously unpublished questions 

for every subject. Use of these exam board support materials is not compulsory; they will be part of 

the range of evidence teachers could use to determine the grade.  

These materials won’t be published by the exam boards until the end of March so we can’t yet say with 

certainty when and how these will be used, but it is likely that we will use them to support our 

judgements and allow all students the opportunity to demonstrate their ability.  

Exam boards will work together as far as possible to ensure that requirements for internal quality 

assurance (QA) and arrangements for external QA are consistent. Centres’ internal QA arrangements 

will include consideration of the centre’s profile of results in previous years as a guide to help them to 

check that their judgements are not unduly harsh or lenient.  

There will be lots of moderation of the evidence of students’ achievement to ensure that grades are 

awarded fairly and consistently.  

Exam boards will put in place arrangements for external QA to check each centre’s internal QA process 

and, in a sample of centres, to review the evidence for one or more subjects. Sampling should be both 

random, and risk-based.  

The moderation and evidence used in grading is subject to external scrutiny. We have to have strong 

evidence to support our grading judgements. 

Results days will be on 10 August for AS and A level, and 12 August for GCSE results.  

These results days are earlier than usual to allow for appeals. However, because of the procedures for 

moderation within the system, unless there has been a clerical error, it is unlikely that grades will be 

changed.  

A helpful summary of the process from Ofqual is included at the end of this letter. 

It is important that we all understand the overview of this important grading process and that students 

are reassured: what they have already done, are currently doing and will do all counts. Students’ 

priority is now to make sure that they take every opportunity to produce their best work and 

demonstrate what they can do. This will also ensure that they can progress confidently to the next 

steps in their lives with the solid foundation of the knowledge, skills and understanding that the grades 

represent.  

As ever, we will let you know if there is important information or updates. I will hold an assembly for 

students on Tuesday morning so that they understand how the grading process will work and trust 

that they will be rewarded fairly for their ongoing hard work.  

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Yvonne Nordon 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

https://twitter.com/ofqual/status/1365290549616521219/photo/1 

https://twitter.com/ofqual/status/1365290549616521219/photo/1


  

 


